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STRAITREP2000-2009 Data Analysis

The Nippon Maritime Center acknowledge with thanks, these STRAITREP
data exclusively provided by Marine Department Peninsular Malaysia.
STRAITREP ship reporting system in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore
has been operating since 1st December 1998.

From the year 2000, there was widespread compliance of STRAITREP
procedures. These statistics cover only vessels entering and leaving the
Malacca Strait, from Area 1 (One Fathom Bank) and Area 6 (lyu Kechil) as
shown in figure 1.
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The collection of these reports occurs when vessels over 300 GRT report
when passing either of the two points, namely Sector 1I-southbound (One
Fathom Bank) and Sector 5-northbound (Segenting).

From year 2000 to 2009, there were total of 648,003 reports, shown in figure

2.

A dramatic reduction in traffic reports can be seen for 2009, as compared to
previous years. Most notably, car carrier and containership traffic have
shown a sharp downward trend. However, VLCCs and Bulk Carriers still
continue the upward trend.

MALACCA STRAIT YEARLY VESSEL TRANSIT 2000 - 2009
BASED ON REPORTS TO KLANG VTS
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Figure 2

The Nippon Maritime Center has been compiling yearly statistics of these
vessel movements. The following observations arise from these reports.
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OVERALL TRAFFIC

1. Asharp decrease of traffic reports of 6.5% was seen between the years
2008 and 2009, reflecting the World Trade Organisation’s estimate of
9% decrease in world trade for year 2009.

2. The general upward trend of 4% growth in traffic reports from
previous years to 2008 was sharply reversed in 2009.

3. The largest category traffic reports belong to container and general
cargo ships, making up 43% of all reports.

4. Tankers of all types including VLCCs and LNG/LPG together make up
next largest category, covering 34% of the reports.

5. This is shown in figure 3 below.
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VLCC TRAFFIC

1. Continues to grow from 2008 to 2009, despite the overall decrease in
traffic reports for the year 2009. This reflects the continuous growth in
energy imports from Middle Eastern countries that uses Malacca
Straits.

2. A compounded average year-on-year growth of 3.25% in VLCC traffic
reports could be seen, with daily average of 12 VLCC transit reports in
both directions of Malacca Straits. See Figure 4.

TRANSIT REPORTS

VLCCs 2000-2009
4400

4200

4000 -

3800

3600

3400 -

3000
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Figure 4

88



BULK CARRIER TRAFFIC
1. Continues to grow from 2008 to 2009, despite the overall decrease in
traffic reports for year 2009 seen earlier. This dramatic growth is
attributed to increased bulk cargo trade to East Asia routing through
the Malacca Straits and many bulkers choosing Singapore port for
taking bunkers.
2. An average year-on-year growth of 10% could be seen for bulk carrier
traffic reports from year 2000(4708 reports) to year 2009(11186
reports). See Fig 5.
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CAR CARRIER TRAFFIC

1. The sharp decline to 2394 reports in 2009 upsets the previous average
year-on-year growth of 8.79% seen for roro-car carrier traffic reports
from year 2000 to year 2008. See Fig 6.

2. This significant decline is also attributed to decline in regional traffic
within South East Asia, and downsizing due to the plunge in US
automobile imports that were carried on the round-the-world car liner
routes.
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CONTAINER TRAFFIC

1. The sharp decline to 22310 reports in 2009 upsets the year-on-year
growth of 4.68% previously seen for container carrier traffic reports
from year 2000 to year 2008. See figure 7.

2. Container trade has suffered seriously from the decline in world trade,
and many vessels are in lay-up. Ship operators also opted for slow
steaming, thereby saving fuel and port call charges in an effort to cope
with the cargo decline.

TRANSIT REPORTS
CONTAINERSHIPS 2000-2009
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Figure 7
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